Book Buddies Summer
Camp: Read, Share, Achieve!

Welcome to Book Buddies Summer Camp, where the magic of reading
comes alive! This summer, we're going on an adventure through books,
making new friends, and sharing our achievements together.

Over the next few weeks, we'll explore fascinating stories, create our
own tales, and learn from each other's experiences. Get ready for
exciting book challenges, storytelling sessions, and fun-filled activities
that will spark your imagination and build lifelong skills!




Our Summer Reading
Journey

E Week 1: Adventure Begins

Choose your reading buddies and select books from our
camp library

< Week 2: Dive Deeper

Share your favorite characters and plot discoveries with the
group

\V Week 3: Create Together

Write and illustrate your own stories inspired by your
reading

‘) s Week 4: Celebration

Showcase your accomplishments at our Book Buddies
Festival

Our reading journey is full of exciting milestones! Each week builds on
the last, helping you become better readers, storytellers, and friends.
We'll start by forming reading groups and selecting books, then share
our discoveries, create our own stories, and finally celebrate all we've
learned together.




Why Reading Makes You Awesome

Boosts Your Brain Power

Reading makes you smarter and more creative

Builds Empathy

Understanding characters helps you understand real people

Expands Your World

Travel anywhere without leaving your chair

It's Super Fun!

Reading is an adventure that never gets boring

Did you know that reading is like a superpower? It strengthens your brain, helps you understand how other people feel, and

takes you to amazing places you might never visit in real life. Plus, it's one of the most fun ways to learn new things and spark

your imagination!



Making Friends Through Books

Share Your Book Listen to Others
Tell others about a story that excited G:"> Discover new books through friends'
you @ recommendations
Build Friendships O Discuss Together
Connect through shared reading D Talk about characters, plots, and
experiences surprises

Books are magical friendship-makers! When you share stories you love, you're actually sharing a piece of yourself. At camp,
we'll create a special circle where everyone gets to talk about their favorite books and characters. These book conversations
often lead to amazing friendships based on shared interests and discoveries.



Book Buddies Reading Challenges

Genre Explorer

Read books from 5 different genres like
mystery, science fiction, fantasy,
history, and biography. Mark each one
on your challenge card and share which
genre surprised you the most!

Reading Marathon

Challenge yourself to read for 20
minutes every day. Keep track with our
special Book Buddies reading log and
celebrate when you reach your weekly
goals!

Character Detective

Find a book character who reminds you
of yourself or someone you know.
Share with your group why this
character feels familiar and what
qualities you recognize.

Our reading challenges make books even more exciting! You'll discover new types of stories, build strong reading habits, and

connect books to your real life. Everyone can participate at their own level, and counselors will help you find just-right books

for your age and interests.



Your Reading Superhero Kit

Camp Reading Journal Bookmark Collection

Record your thoughts, favorite quotes, and drawings Design your own bookmarks using art supplies at our
inspired by your books. This special journal becomes a craft station. Trade with friends to build a collection that
treasure of memories to keep long after camp ends! makes reading even more fun.

Reading Flashlight Achievement Badges

For those magical nighttime reading sessions in your Earn colorful badges for completing reading challenges,
cabin! (Just don't stay up too late - even superheroes helping others, and sharing your book adventures with
need sleep.) the group.

Every reading superhero needs special tools! Your Reading Superhero Kit helps you track your progress, mark your place in
books, read after lights-out (with permission!), and show off your accomplishments. We'll help you personalize your kit during
the first week of camp.



The Magic of Storytelling

Spark an Idea

Find inspiration in books, nature, dreams, or friends

Create Characters

Invent people or creatures with interesting traits

Build a Challenge

Give your characters a problem to solve

Craft an Ending

Resolve the story in a surprising or satisfying way

Telling stories is an ancient magic that everyone can learn! At camp, we'll practice the art of storytelling through games and
activities that help your imagination grow. You'll discover that the stories inside you are unique and valuable - no one else in
the world has exactly your ideas!



Famous Books That Changed The World

s

Harry Potter

J.K. Rowling's wizarding world got
millions of kids excited about reading
again and taught lessons about
courage, friendship, and standing up
against bullies.

=5

How to Train Your Dragon

Cressida Cowell's adventure series
shows that true strength comes from
wisdom and understanding, not just
physical power.

@

Diary of a Wimpy Kid

Jeff Kinney's funny illustrated novels
help kids see that everyone struggles
sometimes, and that humor can help us
through tough situations.

These famous books didn't just entertain readers - they changed how people think and feel! During camp, we'll explore some

of the most influential children's books and discuss what makes them so special. You might discover your next favorite book

or be inspired to write something world-changing yourself!



Reading Around the World

Books connect us to people and places far away! Children all over the world love stories, though the tales they read might be

different from yours. Some children read manga comics in Japan, while others might listen to oral storytelling traditions in
parts of Africa.

During camp, we'll explore stories from different cultures and discover how children around the world share and enjoy books.
You'll be amazed at the beautiful diversity of storytelling traditions and the universal themes that connect us all!



Creating Your Own Book

Brainstorm Your Story

Think about characters, setting, and plot for your original
book

Draft Your Story

Write the first version of your story with a beginning,
middle, and end

Illustrate Your Pages

Add drawings or collages that bring your story to life

Bind Your Book

Put all the pages together into a real book you can take
home

One of the most exciting activities at Book Buddies Camp is creating your

very own book! You'll learn the entire process, from coming up with

ideas to designing a cover and binding the pages. Our art counselors will
teach you cool illustration techniques, and writing counselors will help

you make your story shine.



Reading in the Digital Age

Print Books E-Books

The classic reading experience with Digital books that can be read on
pages you can feel and smell. Print tablets, phones, or e-readers. You can
books never need charging and work carry an entire library in one small
anywhere, even at the beach! device!

e Easy on your eyes o Adjustable text size

e Can be shared easily e Built-in dictionary

e Collectible keepsakes e Read in the dark

Audiobooks

Stories read aloud by professional
narrators. Perfect for road trips or
listening while doing other activities.

o Great for auditory learners
e Enjoy while moving around

e Hear proper pronunciation

There are so many ways to enjoy books in today's world! At camp, we'll try different reading formats and talk about the pros
and cons of each. Whether you prefer the smell of paper, the convenience of an e-reader, or the excitement of a narrator's

voice, the most important thing is finding stories you love.



Achievement Sharing: Why It Matters

85% 3X 65%

Confidence Boost Learning Power Motivation Jump
Percentage of children who report Children learn up to three times more Increase in motivation when children
feeling more confident after sharing when teaching concepts to peers know they'll share their work

their achievements

Sharing your achievements isn't about bragging - it's about learning and growing together! When you tell others about what
you've accomplished, it helps you understand it better yourself. And when you listen to others share, you might get inspired
by their ideas or learn from their challenges.

At camp, we create a supportive space where everyone can share their reading journeys and other accomplishments without
fear of judgment. This builds confidence and helps us all become better learners!



Book Recommendation Stars

Magic Enthusiasts

Adventure Seekers & Stories of fantasy worlds, magical
Books with quests, journeys, and exciting A, powers, and mythical creatures
challenges
Mystery Solvers
Tales of detection, clues, and surprising
revelations
Science Explorers
Stories about science, space, technology, & Humor Lovers
and the future Books that make you giggle, chuckle, and

laugh out loud

Everyone has different reading preferences, and that's wonderful! Our Book Recommendation Stars system helps campers
share their favorite reads with others who have similar tastes. Each star category represents a different type of book, and you
can add your recommendations to help other campers find their next favorite story.



Book Buddies Read-a-thon Challenge

Cozy Reading Corners Tracking Progress

Comfortable spaces around camp Monitor your reading minutes with our
where you can snuggle up with a good fun tracking system! For every 20
book and read at your own pace. Find minutes you read, add a colorful link to
your perfect spot under a tree, beside our camp reading chain. Watch it grow
the lake, or in our specially designed longer each day as everyone

reading tent! contributes their reading time.

Celebration Time

When we reach our camp-wide reading
goal of 10,000 minutes, we'll have a
special celebration with treats, games,
and reading-themed activities. Every
participant receives a certificate and a
small prize!

Our Read-a-thon Challenge brings the whole camp together with one big goal: to collectively read for 10,000 minutes during
our time together! It's not a competition between campers —it's about working together to achieve something amazing as a

team.



Power up Your Reading Speed

@ Use Your Finger as a Guide (O Time Yourself
Run your finger under the words as you read to help Set a timer for one minute and see how many words
your eyes move smoothly across the page. This simple you can read. Practice this regularly and watch your
trick can increase your reading speed by up to 25%! word count grow over time.

o' Minimize Distractions @} Regular Practice

L4
Find a quiet spot where you can concentrate fully on Like any skill, reading gets better with practice! Try to
your book. Turn off electronics and let your brain focus read at least 20 minutes every day to build your
completely on the words. reading muscles.

Did you know you can train yourself to read faster while still understanding everything? During camp, we'll practice fun speed
reading techniques that help your brain process words more quickly. The more you read, the faster and better you'll get!



Book Character Costume Day

B Fantasy Heroes [ Funny Characters B Animal Characters B Historical Figures Science Fiction

One of the most exciting days at Book Buddies Camp is our Book Character Costume Day! You'll get to dress up as your
favorite character from any book and share why you chose them. Our costume workshop will help you create amazing outfits
using simple materials like cardboard, fabric scraps, and face paint.

Based on previous years, fantasy heroes like Harry Potter and Percy Jackson are the most popular choices, followed by funny
characters like Greg Heffley and Junie B. Jones. Animal characters, historical figures from biographies, and science fiction
characters round out the top choices. What character will you become?



a0 Comfort First

Pile up pillows, blankets, and soft seating to create a

spot where you can read comfortably for long periods.

Your body should feel relaxed so your mind can focus
on the story.

Books Within Reach

Arrange your books nearby so you can easily swap
one book for another. Consider organizing them by

genre, series, or color to make selection fun and easy.

Building Your Home Reading Nook

Q. Good Lighting

Position your nook near natural light or add a reading
lamp that shines directly on your pages without
creating glare. Proper lighting prevents eye strain
during reading sessions.

Minimize Distractions

Choose a quiet location away from TVs, video games,
and high-traffic areas of your home. Some readers
enjoy soft background music or nature sounds.

Continue your reading journey after camp by creating a special reading spot at home! A personal reading nook gives you a
dedicated space for book adventures and signals to your brain that it's time to focus on reading when you settle in. During
craft time, we'll design plans for the perfect reading nook that you can build when you return home.



Family Reading Night Ideas

Theme Night Everyone reads books related to a theme (space, animals,
history) and shares interesting facts they learned

Read Aloud Rotation Each family member takes turns reading a chapter from a
shared book

Book & Movie Read a book together, then watch the movie adaptation
and discuss the differences

Author Spotlight Everyone reads different books by the same author and
compares writing styles

Reading Picnic Spread a blanket indoors or outdoors with snacks and
books for a special reading time

Reading becomes even more magical when shared with family! At camp, we'll create a Family Reading Night kit for you to take
home, complete with activity cards, discussion question prompts, and ideas for making reading a fun family tradition.

Studies show that children who regularly read with their families develop stronger reading skills and enjoy books more
throughout their lives. Plus, reading together creates wonderful memories and inside jokes that your family will treasure for
years to come.



Book Report Alternatives

Scene Diorama Comic Strip Retelling Video Book Review

Create a 3D scene from your favorite Transform your book into a comic strip Film yourself talking about the book like
part of the book inside a shoebox. Use with colorful panels showing the main a YouTube reviewer! Share what you
craft materials, small toys, and your events of the story. Add speech liked, your favorite characters, and
imagination to bring the setting to lifein ~ bubbles to include important dialogue whether you'd recommend it to other
miniature form. from the characters. Kids your age.

Traditional book reports can sometimes feel boring, but sharing what you've read should be fun! At camp, we'll explore
creative alternatives that let you express your thoughts about books in exciting ways. These projects help you think deeply
about what you've read while letting your creativity shine.



Your Reading Adventure Continues!

il ol - o

Join Library Connect Online Reading Calendar Return Next Summer
Programs Join our Book Buddies Use your camp calendar to Come back for new book
Sign up for your local virtual club to stay in touch track reading throughout adventures at next year's
library's reading clubs and with camp friends the year camp!

events

The end of camp is just the beginning of your lifelong reading journey! The reading habits and friendship skills you've
developed at Book Buddies Summer Camp will continue to grow long after you return home. Remember, every book opens a
door to new adventures, ideas, and possibilities.

Keep in touch with your reading buddies, continue challenging yourself with new books, and share your love of reading with
friends and family. We can't wait to hear about all the amazing books you'll discover before we see you again next summer!



